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NBN Atlas model

Pilot project

Single database 
and main portal

Country portals

Future NBN Atlas portals….



What is Scottish 

about the NBN 

Atlas Scotland?



What is Scottish 

about the NBN 

Atlas Scotland?







Scotland accounts for 11.2% of the records in the NBN Atlas

NBN Atlas Scotland records:

licence summary

Fully open (CC BY; OGL; CC0) = 18.9% 

Shared (CC BY-NC) = 81.1%



Search by 
species

Search by 
site

Search by 
location











Red kangaroo: predicted 

probable distribution 

using species 

distribution modelling





• Implementing Level 1 and 2 verification status flags on 
records 

➢ Level 1: ‘accepted’ or ‘unconfirmed’ mandatory

➢ Level 2: ‘accepted – correct’, ‘accepted – considered correct’, 
‘unconfirmed – plausible’ or ‘unconfirmed – not reviewed’ 
optional

• Presence and absence statuses for each record and clarity on 
record counts

• Improving the visibility of licences associated with records 
and in particular the CC BY-NC licence

• Updating the UK Species Inventory dictionary

Key developments



• Further work towards sensitive species access but funding 
is still a limitation to progress

• Developing record level commenting functionality

• Testing an automated record export from iRecord to the 
Atlas

• Expect first outputs from collaborative project to explore 
the feasibility of automating the harvesting of spatial 
layers

Developments: 
immediate future







• help us to understand your use of the Atlas so that 
the Atlas becomes relevant for you and your work

• suggestions for future development and why:

• is it improvements to visualisation or navigation?

• is it search refinements and functionalities?

• is it making the Atlas more Scottish?

• is it improving communication?

Your role today……



• The Recommendations to improve our infrastructure 
are still being crafted.

• Timing and implications of change are unknown.

• However it is clear that data sharing will continue 
and we will need to continue to build our 
understanding of our data community

• The NBN is fully supportive of the Review and we 
await its outcome ….

The SBIF Review of the Biological 
Recording Infrastructure in Scotland



Thanks for listening!


